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SUMMARY
Tobacco is the world’s leading cause of preventable death, killing 7 million people every year, of
which one third are from the Western Pacific Region. To address this global epidemic, the World
Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC) was adopted and
entered into force in 2005; all Western Pacific Member States are currently Parties to the Convention.
The WHO FCTC provides a complete package of measures to reduce tobacco consumption and save
lives. The importance of tobacco control in promoting development is recognized in the United
Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including specific reference to WHO FCTC
implementation in target 3.a.
The Regional Preparatory Workshop for the Eighth Conference of the Parties to the WHO FCTC was
convened to allow Parties an opportunity to prepare for their participation at the Eighth Conference of
the Parties (COP8) to be held in Geneva, Switzerland on 1–6 October 2018. The COP8 agenda
included updates on the status of the Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products (the
Protocol), which entered into force on 25 September 2018. The entry into force of the Protocol is a
historic event and the first session of the Meeting of the Parties (MOP1) took place on 8–10 October.
Another highlight of COP8 was consideration of the proposed medium-term strategic framework
(MTSF) that will guide the actions to be taken by Parties over the next five years. Other agenda items
included technical matters related to Articles 9 and 10 (regulation of contents and disclosure of
tobacco products, 4.2.d (gender issues), 5.3 (tobacco industry interference) and 17–19 (alternative
livelihoods, environmental protection and liability). Progress reports will also be made on scientific,
regulatory and market developments on electronic nicotine delivery systems (ENDS) and electronic
non-nicotine delivery systems (ENNDS). For the first time, the COP also featured a high-level
segment addressing the environmental aspects of tobacco use, such as its impact on climate change.
In addition to considering items on the agenda for COP8, WHO experts presented expanded
information and experience-sharing sessions on ENDS, heated tobacco products and tobacco industry
interference.
A total of 33 participants attended the Workshop, representing 24 countries in the Western Pacific
Region.
Meeting Objectives:
The objectives of the Workshop were:
(1)

to discuss the agenda items of COP8 and their implications for tobacco control
in the Western Pacific Region;

(2)

to discuss potential coordination between Member States in the Region
regarding planned action and contributions at COP8; and

(3)

to plan action on the implementation of article 5.3 of the WHO FCTC (to
prevent tobacco industry interference) and the medium-term strategic
framework to strengthen implementation of the Convention.

Conclusions:
(1)

Progress has been made in the Region on several articles of the WHO FCTC;
the proposed MTSF presents a new opportunity for Member States to make
further advancements towards the goals of the Convention.
5

(2)

Illicit trade in tobacco products is a global problem and the entry into force of
the Protocol is a historic step towards a global solution. In the Western Pacific
Region, Mongolia and Samoa would take part in MOP1.

(3)

ENDS and HTPs are rapidly increasing their market share in some countries in
the Region; Member States must be vigilant to prevent the tobacco industry
from using these alternative tobacco products to undermine tobacco control
efforts.

(4)

The tobacco industry often uses trade and investment law as threats to the
implementation of tobacco control measures by countries, but carefully crafted
tobacco control legislation, reliance on evidence-based measures, and overall
preparation can counter such threats and effectively defend against actual
litigation.

(5)

While there have been successful examples of combating tobacco industry
interference, it remains a major concern throughout the Region as the tobacco
industry has introduced novel methods to circumvent strict tobacco control
laws, including through “front” organizations like the Foundation for a Smokefree World, which is funded by Philip Morris International.

(6)

Member States agreed to request that agenda item 7.1 on the MTSF be
considered earlier in the agenda at COP8.

(7)

Member States supported the inclusion of natural disasters and calamities in the
discussion related to the agenda item 7.3 on tobacco control in emergency
situations.

Recommendations for Member States:
Member States were encouraged to:
(1)

prepare a joint statement to highlight regional progress in the implementation
of the WHO FCTC;

(2)

specify types of support they would require to accelerate the implementation of
the WHO FCTC;

(3)

further pursue full implementation of the Article 5.3 guidelines;

(4)

seek ways to enable more effective communication with the Convention
Secretariat; and

(5)

share existing resources (e.g. case studies and tools) through the Convention
Secretariat to assist other Parties in need.

Recommendation for WHO:
(1)

Continue to provide support to Parties, as appropriate, in preparing their
participation at COP8.

Recommendations for the Convention Secretariat:
The Convention Secretariat is requested to:
(1)

continue supporting Parties upon request in preparation for their participation
in COP8; and

(2)

share with Member States information on the planning for MOP1.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1

Meeting organization

The Regional Preparatory Workshop for the Eighth Conference of the Parties to the WHO
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (Pre-COP8) was convened to allow Parties an
opportunity to prepare for the Conference.
The Eighth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP8) was held in Geneva, Switzerland on 1–6
October 2018. The COP8 agenda included updates on the status of the Protocol to Eliminate Illicit
Trade in Tobacco Products (the Protocol), which entered into force on 25 September 2018. The entry
into force of the Protocol was a historic event and the first session of the Meeting of the Parties
(MOP1) took place on 8–10 October. Another highlight of COP8 was consideration of the proposed
medium-term strategic framework (MTSF) that will guide the actions to be taken by Parties over the
next five years. Other agenda items included technical matters related to Articles 9 and 10 (regulation
of contents and disclosure of tobacco products, 4.2.d (gender issues), 5.3 (tobacco industry
interference) and 17–19 (alternative livelihoods, environmental protection and liability). Progress
reports were also made on scientific, regulatory and market developments on electronic nicotine
delivery systems (ENDS) and electronic non-nicotine delivery systems (ENNDS). For the first time,
the COP featured a high-level segment addressing the environmental aspects of tobacco use, such as
its impact on climate change.

1.2

Meeting objectives

The objectives of the Workshop were:
(1)

to discuss the agenda items of COP8 and their implications for tobacco control
in the Western Pacific Region;

(2)

to discuss potential coordination between Member States in the Region
regarding planned action and contributions at COP8; and

(3)

to plan action on the implementation of article 5.3 of the WHO FCTC (to
prevent tobacco industry interference) and the medium-term strategic
framework to strengthen implementation of the Convention.
2. PROCEEDINGS

2.1

Opening session

Dr Hai-Rim Shin opened the Workshop and delivered welcome remarks on behalf of Dr Shin Youngsoo, Regional Director for the Western Pacific Region. Dr Shin noted the importance of this meeting
for all Western Pacific Member States in their preparation for COP8, and reiterated the theme for the
upcoming COP, which is to protect present and future generations. Dr Vera da Costa e Silva, Head of
the WHO FCTC Secretariat, also welcomed all the participants via a video message. She pointed out
the significance that the Western Pacific Region is the only WHO Region in which participation in the
Convention is universal, since all 27 Member States are Parties to the Convention.
Ms Kate Lannan invited the participants to introduce themselves and Ms Mina Kashiwabara went
over the structure of the Workshop, which was focused on a series of video presentations as prepared
7

by the Convention Secretariat. Dr Geoffrey Kenilorea from the Solomon Islands was nominated as
Chair and Mr David Laffan from Australia as Vice-Chair.
The list of participants is available at Annex 1. The programme of activities is available at Annex 2.

2.2

Overview of COP8 arrangement and programme of work

Ms Guangyuan Liu gave an overview of COP8 and its agenda. For the first time, the COP would
include a high-level segment on tobacco and climate change actions. Ms Liu also went over the
process involved in election of officers for Committees A and B, as well as for Bureau Member and
Regional Coordinator. New delegates to the Convention were directed to briefing documents
available on the Convention Secretariat’s website and through the COP app. Funding support for
eligible Member States would be provided by the Secretariat and the Regional Office.

2.3
COP8 Agenda 2. Applications for the status of observer to the Conference of the
Parties
A video presentation was shown summarizing the documents outlining the application status of
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and intergovernmental organizations (IGOs) applying for
status of observer to the COP. It was noted that the Bureau had proposed an indicative list of criteria
for denying applications to organizations that meet at least one of the criteria, including those that
accept funding from or have a vested interest in the tobacco industry (TI).

2.4
COP8 Agenda 5. Global progress report in implementation of the WHO FCTC,
followed by a general debate
Participants viewed a video presentation covering progress in implementing the Convention thus far,
which would be reported in the Global Progress Report to be published in time for COP8.1 A
summary of this report was available on the WHO FCTC website. Overall, progress remained uneven
among the different Articles of the Convention. In response to a question raised regarding the time
limit for the general debate during COP8, Ms Liu explained that countries would be given 3 minutes
and regional groups 5 minutes to speak. Participants were encouraged to speak more slowly to allow
for more adequate interpretation. In regard to country-specific information, all country reports are
available on the Convention website2 and are downloadable and accessible, such that country profiles
can be generated.

2.5

COP8 Agenda 6. Treaty instruments and technical matters

2.5.1

6.1. Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products

Participants were shown a video presentation prepared by the Panel of Experts on the Protocol
summarizing their work and progress to date. Dr Ada Moadsiri then opened the floor to comments.
Participants requested information outlining the minimum requirements for implementing tracking
and tracing (T&T) systems, as well as a summary of benefits of the Protocol that can be used to
promote it to other ministries and stakeholders. The Convention Secretariat indicated that they would
make these documents available on the Protocol website.3 Efforts are currently being made to work
with IGOs, such as the World Customs Organization (WCO). The Convention Secretariat encouraged
1

This report has since been published and is available at: http://www.who.int/fctc/reporting/WHO-FCTC2018_global_progress_report.pdf.
2
http://untobaccocontrol.org/impldb/.
3
Published and available at: http://www.who.int/fctc/protocol/faq/en/.
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the Oceania Customs Organisation (OCO) to apply as official observers to the Protocol, given that it
already has a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the WHO Western Pacific Regional Office.
Other countries could use existing platforms to facilitate Protocol-related activities. Another topic of
interest to participants was the rationale for and applicability of T&T in free trade zones; it was
pointed out that free trade zones are often exploited by tobacco companies. Under the Protocol, the
deadline for implementation of T&T is within five years and within three years for implementation of
effective control within free zones. This agenda item would be covered during the Meeting of the
Parties (MOP1) to be held on 8–10 October after COP8.
A separate discussion on the MOP1 was held with interested Parties at the end of Day 2.
Ms Yoni Dekker presented an overview of the agenda and other expectations leading up to MOP1.
The MOP1 would first be conducted as closed group discussion for participants to decide whether the
meeting would be open to observers. Separate registration was needed for MOP participants,
including interested observers. A clarification was sought on the rules and procedures of the COP to
be applied until the MOP decision to have its own rules and procedures was made. Further
information is available on the MOP1 website (http://www.who.int/fctc/protocol/mop/en/) and on the
conference apps.
2.5.2 6.2. Tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship: depiction of tobacco in entertainment
media: report by the expert group
Participants viewed a video presentation covering progress to date and work of the Expert Group on
tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship (TAPS), specifically, the depiction of tobacco in
entertainment media. The existing Article 13 guidelines for implementation remain relevant, and
further efforts must be made to address cross-border TAPS, especially given the changing media
landscape, such as the growing ubiquity of social media and the use of social media influencers to
circumvent bans on TAPS. A suggestion was made for WHO and Member States to share best
practices and innovative approaches to banning TAPS, as well as to involve the media industry in
these efforts. At COP8, Parties would discuss the recommendations of the Expert Group to establish
a Working Group to develop an addendum to the existing Guidelines on Article 13, addressing crossborder TAPS and tobacco advertising in entertainment media. Dr Mary Assunta pointed out that
when TAPS bans are in place, the TI will often shift their budget to other forms of marketing.
Therefore, it is important to require TI to report on their spending, which is a requirement under the
guidelines for implementation of Article 5.3.
2.5.3 6.3. Progress report on technical matters related to Articles 9 and 10 (Regulation of contents
and disclosure of tobacco products, including waterpipe, smokeless tobacco and heated tobacco
products): report by WHO
WHO has worked both internally and with its technical advisory groups, the WHO Tobacco
Laboratory Network (TobLabNet)4 and its study group on tobacco regulation (TobReg)5 to address
technical matters related to Articles 9 and 10 of the Convention. A video presentation was shown
summarizing their findings and recommendations. An information sheet on the market monitoring of
heated tobacco products (HTPs) was recently published and is available on the WHO website.6 A
report is also available from a meeting held in Berlin on tobacco addictiveness reduction measures.7
4

TobLabNet website: http://www.who.int/tobacco/global_interaction/toblabnet/en/.
TobReg website: http://www.who.int/tobacco/industry/product_regulation/tobreg/en/.
6
Available at: http://www.who.int/tobacco/publications/prod_regulation/htps-marketing-monitoring/en/.
7
Available at: http://apps.who.int/tobacco/publications/prod_regulation/meeting-report-tobacco-addictivenessreduction-measures/en/index.html.
5
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Parties are encouraged to use the available and existing standard operating procedures validated by
WHO to monitor the contents and emissions of tobacco products.
2.5.4 6.5. Progress report on scientific, regulatory and market developments on electronic nicotine
delivery systems (ENDS) and electronic non-nicotine delivery systems (ENNDS)
Participants viewed a video presentation summarizing the progress report on scientific evidence and
regulatory options related to ENDS and ENNDS. While ENDS have been banned in many countries,
these products are increasing in prevalence worldwide and a large number of Parties do not yet have
regulations in place to address their impact. Several participants remarked on the urgent need to
regulate ENDS in their countries due to their growing popularity or predicted future popularity.
Regulations can be implemented through amendments to existing legislation on tobacco control or
other relevant areas, or through the development of specific new legislation.

2.6

Nominations for elected officials for COP

Participants further discussed the nominations for the roles at COP8 brought up earlier in the day.
The Convention Secretariat prepared a document with a list of the countries holding current and past
positions. Final decisions on elected officials would be made during the Conference. Bureau
Member and Regional Coordinator positions from the Region are also required for MOP1.
Through Australia, New Zealand expressed its willingness to be Bureau member for the COP if no
other Party was interested. China was nominated as incoming Bureau member for the COP by the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic.

2.7

Alternative products: ENDS and heated tobacco products (HTPs)

Dr Cheah Nuan Ping gave an overview of the available evidence, knowledge gaps and regulatory
challenges related to ENDS and HTPs. While ENDS and HTPs have lower levels of chemicals than
cigarettes, they still contain toxic chemicals and have known negative health effects, yet they are
under-regulated. HTPs are tobacco products and as such are covered under the provisions of the
WHO FCTC. There is also some evidence that ENDS might be a gateway to smoking, which is of
particular concern given their popularity with youth. There is a paucity of evidence on HTPs and, as
with ENDS, the long-term effects of HTP use are as yet unknown. Therefore, further research,
surveillance and monitoring of these products are necessary. Resources should be directed to raising
awareness and building capacity of countries to regulate or ban ENDS and HTPs.
In the discussion that followed, participants shared their country experiences in banning or regulating
ENDS and HTPs. Clarification was sought on a “NosmoQ” product from the Republic of Korea that
is said to be herbal and therapeutic. Ms Lannan responded that some herbal cigarettes contain tobacco
and nicotine and some do not; therefore, advice on regulation is given on a case-by-case basis. The
Regional Office has prepared a brief on this and information can be requested by interested Parties.
In the remaining time left on Day 1, participants deviated from the programme of activities to discuss
agenda items 7.2. Progress report on implementation assistance and international cooperation
and 7.3. Tobacco control in emergency situations (item proposed by a Party). The main points
covered in these two topics are presented in section 2.11 below.
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2.8

COP8 Agenda 6. Treaty instruments and technical matters (continued)

2.8.1 6.4. Progress report on technical matters related to Articles 4.2.d (gender issues), 5.3
(tobacco industry interference), 17 and 18 (alternative livelihoods and protection of the environment)
and 19 (liability)
Day 2 of the Workshop began with a recap by Mr Ramon de Guzman of the main points from the
previous day’s presentations, followed by a video presentation summarizing the progress report on
technical matters related to Articles 4.2.d, 5.3, 17 and 18, and 19.
There were some requests and comments from the participants on accessing the relevant documents.
The Convention Secretariat explained that the full report on gender was still in development with
WHO’s gender department but would be shared with Member States once it is ready. A document on
Article 5.3 was being drafted by some countries in the Eastern Mediterranean Region to address
policy coherence when multiple government sectors (such as health and labour) are involved in
implementation, as well as to stress the importance of preventing TI interference (TII) when
developing national policies. The Convention Secretariat planned to have a draft circulated on the
first day of COP8. A request was also made by Samoa for assistance in implementing Article 19,
which is challenging due to the power of the TI in the country. They welcomed the related Civil
Liability Toolkit and acknowledged the support provided by, and legal training received from,
Australia’s McCabe Centre for Law & Cancer.

2.9

Tobacco industry interference (TII)

2.9.1

Overview of TII in the Western Pacific Region

Dr Mary Assunta Kolandai gave a presentation on TII in the Region, beginning with the five tactics it
uses to interfere with tobacco control interventions: interfering through non-health departments, such
as ministries of finance to discourage taxation or ministries of commerce and trade to encourage duty
exemption for tobacco products; funding research that supports the industry and manipulates public
opinion; mobilizing front groups, lobby groups and certain consultants to influence policy; utilizing
corporate social responsibility (CSR) activities to gain access to politicians and government officials;
and intimidating or threatening governments with litigation.
2.9.2

Industry promotion of alternative products

Dr Assunta described how the TI aggressively markets alternative “reduced harm” tobacco products,
including creating the perception that they are “clean”. Stores selling these products project
themselves as sleek and attractive places, thus manipulating people’s attitudes. The TI argues that
these products should be exempted from smoke-free laws, TAPS bans and taxation as they maintain
that the products are of a different category from cigarettes. Instead of following Article 14 and
promoting smoking cessation, the TI encourages the shift from one addictive product to another.
WHO’s position is that HTPs are tobacco products and should be subject to the provisions of the
WHO FCTC.
2.9.3

Relevant examples from the Western Pacific Region

Some regional examples include:
•

Tobacco companies Philip Morris International (PMI) and British American Tobacco (BAT)
have funded research on illicit trade in the Region, which overestimates the extent of illicit
trade in order to discourage governments from increasing taxation of tobacco products.
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•
•
•

•
•
•
•

2.9.4

The ASEAN Intellectual Property Association attacked tobacco plain packaging legislation in
the Region.
The Philippine Tobacco Institute filed court cases against a small city in the Philippines with
anti-smoking ordinances.
The PMI-funded Foundation for a Smoke-free World (FSFW) has approached the customs
department in countries to inquire about taxation of PMI’s HTP product, IQOS, thus
bypassing health officials.
FSFW recently funded a new centre in New Zealand headed by an individual who previously
worked in tobacco control; this centre may become active in the Pacific.
The TI is providing apprenticeship programmes and partnering with the agricultural sector in
the Pacific.
The TI successfully delayed passage of a tobacco control bill in the Solomon Islands,
resulting in a “thin” (watered-down) bill.
Japan Tobacco International has been acquiring tobacco companies in low- and middleincome countries (LMICs) as a way to expand their cigarette sales, while at the same time
purporting to sell “reduced risk” products.
Group discussion

Countries discussed their experience in preventing and countering TII. Many countries do not have
the capacity to conduct their own research or to monitor illicit trade; assistance from NGOs and IGOs
is needed for these activities.
2.9.5 Industry interference through international trade and investment law – plus strategies and
options
Professor Andrew Mitchell went on to present an overview of how international trade and investment
law are used against policy-makers to manipulate tobacco control interventions. He described threats
of – and actual – trade and investment challenges to public health measures as key strategies used by
the TI. When such complaints are raised against a government, whether founded or not, they can
cause regulatory chill. In order to minimize the legal risks, he recommended taking a comprehensive
approach that includes planning to minimize the potential costs of litigation, and to increase the
likelihood of a state successfully defending against such litigation. It is also important to avoid any
laws that could be considered discriminatory to foreign investors and businesses, as they could be
challenged on that basis. Lawyers should be involved early in the process of considering which
regulatory measures to adopt, and a whole-of-government approach should be taken to ensure a
coherent regulatory approach supportable by both trade and health departments. In response to a
question about how to lobby for imposing tariffs in ASEAN free trade zones, Professor Mitchell
encouraged the application of sales taxes to both domestic and foreign products. Mr Lit Fai Chan was
asked to briefly describe Singapore’s recent public consultation process on plain packaging of tobacco
products. The representative from the McCabe Centre for Law and Cancer noted the significance of
the WHO FCTC as set out in the findings of the World Trade Organization panel on the Australia
plain packaging case and the investment tribunal award in favour of Uruguay’s packaging and
labelling measures. It was further noted that the McCabe Centre is a WHO FCTC knowledge hub that
has information on legal challenges to the WHO FCTC implementation, including cases related to
trade and investment law, which can serve as a resource for Parties.
2.9.6

PMI Foundation for a Smoke-free World

One industry tactic used by the TI is to present themselves as part of the solution. PMI is the sole
funder of FSFW, which tries to influence the research agenda away from tobacco cessation to product
substitution, such as HTPs. In November 2017, the Ministry of Health of Viet Nam became the first
12

government in the Region to officially reject research funded by FSFW. Some other countries, such
as China, have also rejected funding from FSFW. WHO will not partner with the Foundation and
governments are urged not to partner with them.

2.10

Strategies to regulate alternative products and address industry interference

2.10.1 White paper on HTP regulation
Ms Ga Eun Jeon gave a presentation on HTPs in the Republic of Korea, highlighting the regulatory
challenges faced by the government, especially in terms of taxation and health warning
implementation. While the heat stick part of HTPs is classified as a tobacco product, the HTP device
itself is classified as a general industrial product – a regulatory loophole allowing the TI to promote
the product via press conferences and social media. Government concerns over taxation of HTPs led
to action by the Ministry of Health and Welfare, which gathered information from other countries
with HTPs and advocated a tax increase based on Article 6 of the WHO FCTC and WHO’s statement
on HTPs. In 2017, amendments were passed raising taxes on HTPs to about 90% of the tax levied on
conventional cigarettes. Despite efforts from the TI to interfere, the Republic of Korea successfully
mandated pictorial health warnings on HTP products. Ms Jeon noted that the TI promotes HTPs
differently in different countries, depending on the context of each country’s tobacco control
measures. The capacity of a government to examine and verify the TI’s claims of the harm reduction
potential of HTPs is key to establishing regulatory control. She also emphasized the importance of
exchange of scientific, technical and regulatory information among countries to improve regulatory
capacity against multinational tobacco companies. In the discussion that followed, many participants
commented that Article 5.3 of the WHO FCTC against TII should apply to HTPs.

2.11 COP8 Agenda 7. Reporting, implementation assistance and international
cooperation
2.11.1 7.1. Measures to strengthen implementation of the Convention through coordination and
cooperation: report by the working group
The Working Group on this issue – composed of 12 Parties and six NGOs and IGOs – presented a
video introducing the work they have done, resulting in a report submitted to the COP containing a
draft of the medium-term strategic framework (MTSF). Some key components of the framework
include strategic goals and operational objectives supported by measurable indicators, which can
support and assist Parties in developing their workplans and budgets, as well as national policies, in
alignment with global strategic priorities. An Implementation Review Mechanism (IRM) was also
being proposed that provides a focus for identifying gaps and needs in countries. Parties are
encouraged to voluntarily take part in the pilot project of the IRM. The MTSF will be presented for
discussion and approval at COP8.
In the discussion that followed, several delegates strongly supported prioritizing this matter in the
agenda for Committee A at the COP, especially given its financial implications. There was agreement
that this should be a regional position, and Ms Liu stated that she would bring this request to the
attention of the Bureau. A representative from the Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance
(SEATCA) who had taken part in the Working Group also noted that the Parties in the Working
Group recognized the importance of the MTSF to advance the Treaty.
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2.11.2 7.2. Progress report on implementation assistance and international cooperation
Participants viewed a video presentation summarizing the progress made in terms of international
cooperation with such organizations as the United Nations (UN) Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC), International Labour Organization (ILO) and the UN Interagency Task Force on the
Prevention and Control of Noncommunicable Diseases (UNIATF). With the efforts of the
Convention Secretariat, the board of the UN Global Compact has removed four tobacco companies
from its membership, which sets a good example of implementation of the model policy for
preventing TII. At the third South-South and triangular cooperation meeting, eight projects were
identified focusing on several Articles of the WHO FCTC.
Australia welcomed the launch of the Civil Liability Toolkit (Article 19) and recommended it to all
other Parties. The Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade also contributes to the
International Legal Training Program of the McCabe Centre for Law and Cancer. A representative
from the McCabe Centre gave an overview of the Program, which includes annual training courses for
LMICs in the use of law as a tool to assist in the prevention of cancer and other NCDs.
Dr Moadsiri raised the issue of taxation and other concessions being given to domestic producers of
tobacco products. As this is within the purview of the customs and finance sectors, it is necessary to
engage them in addressing the problem; one strategy could be to focus on the environmental impacts
of nonbiodegradable tobacco-related waste. Dr Assunta also pointed out that many tobacco
companies are misusing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as part of their CSR activities.
She suggested that countries could perhaps report such activities to the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), since it has a clear policy of non-engagement with the TI.
2.11.3 7.3. Tobacco control in emergency situations (item proposed by a Party)
The issue of tobacco control during emergency situations was proposed by Syria and a few Parties
from the Eastern Mediterranean Region. A video presentation outlined some of the main concerns,
including the linkage between nicotine dependence/tobacco use and post-traumatic stress disorder,
which increases in prevalence in populations that undergo a stressful event. Increased tobacco use
leads to other problems due to long-term addiction and increased risk of NCDs in already vulnerable
populations. Furthermore, the TI may take advantage of the weakened political situation in conflict
zones and attempt to influence policy-making. The Convention Secretariat has developed a nonexhaustive list of practical actions in line with the WHO FCTC to be considered by Parties.
Following the video presentation, workshop participants commented that in this Region, natural
disasters are a serious concern and could be considered in the same vein as emergencies like war and
conflict. Ms Liu encouraged Parties to bring this aspect to the debate at COP8 as it can enrich the
conversation and scope of the resulting document. Several countries shared examples of how the TI
has exploited these situations in the past by donating money to aid groups, thus using these
opportunities to give themselves good publicity.

2.12

COP8 Agenda 8. Budgetary and institutional matters

2.12.1 8.1. Performance and progress reports
This agenda item was not discussed during the workshop.
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2.12.2 8.2. Maximizing transparency of delegations from Parties and observers to the Conference of
the Parties, its subsidiary bodies and other WHO FCTC meetings
Participants viewed a video presentation introducing the document related to maximizing
transparency. TII remains a major barrier for countries in implementing the WHO FCTC; therefore,
the Bureau had drafted a decision providing guidance on the monitoring of actual, potential or
apparent conflicts of interest that may arise from declarations of interest (DOIs). Concern was raised
by participants on the inclusion of official delegates, which may be a sensitive issue for some Parties.
Consideration of the draft decision would be undertaken at COP8 and Parties would be given
sufficient time to consider it.
2.12.3 8.3. Proposed workplan and budget for the financial period 2020–2021
Participants viewed a video presentation on the workplan and budget for 2020–2021 proposed by the
Convention Secretariat, which were developed in alignment with the MTSF but were expected to be
amended to reflect the discussions and decisions on relevant agenda items at COP8. The Secretariat
noted that demand for support by Parties has increased but assessed contributions have not increased
from COP3 to COP8; therefore, significant fundraising would be needed for some activities. Several
delegates sought clarification on the status of their country’s assessed contributions.
2.12.4 8.4. Payment of the assessed contributions and measures to reduce Parties in arrears
A video presentation provided information on the progress made in payment of assessed contributions.
As of 30 June 2018, 60 Parties were in arrears, with a total amount of US$ 506 110 overdue. The
draft decision of the Secretariat proposed that Parties in arrears shall not be eligible to become or
nominate a Bureau Member, be eligible to chair any subsidiary body or working group, or have the
right to vote. While the suspension of the right to vote had been included in COP7, Parties had the
right to change previous decisions during COP8. The amount of arrears in the Western Pacific
Region was not large; however, Parties were encouraged to follow the principle of complying with
their treaty obligations and bringing the issue to the attention of relevant ministries in their countries.
A strong appeal was made on behalf of small countries, which might not be able to easily pay their
arrears or might not be aware of them, that they not suffer the strong sanctions suggested due to those
arrears. A request was made that the Convention Secretariat reconsider its suggested approach in
favour of a more nuanced one that takes into account the context of each country.
2.12.5 8.5. Convention Secretariat’s fundraising strategies: investment fund concept
An investment trust fund concept intended to augment the existing funding structure and provide
extrabudgetary funds was proposed by the Secretariat and described in a video presentation. The
basic premise of the concept is that Parties and other approved stakeholders may voluntarily choose to
provide funds for a fixed period of time (e.g. 5–10 years) to be placed in low-risk investments, with
the earnings generated used to support implementation of the WHO FCTC. Management of the fund
would be by professional fund managers with expertise in the financial market. The target goal is
US$ 50 million, with an anticipated annual return of US$ 2–2.5 million. The Secretariat requested
that a working group or advisory team be established to further develop the operational elements of
the fund and report back to COP9 on its progress, including potential funding partners. Because the
investment fund is still at the concept stage, interested potential Parties could not yet be disclosed.
Regional Coordinators would be asked to conduct regional consultations on this issue.
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2.12.6 8.6. Review of accreditation of observers to the Conference of the Parties
A video presentation highlighted results from a survey conducted among IGOs and a standard
questionnaire for NGOs to report on activities related to the WHO FCTC. While the IGOs that
responded to the survey reported compliance with Article 5.3, there was overall low response and the
Convention Secretariat noted the lack of endorsements of governing bodies of these IGOs. Among
the 20 accredited NGOs, all but one responded to the questionnaire and one conflict of interest was
reported by the World Self-Medication Industry Association, which was then asked to comply with
Article 5.3. As this did not occur, the Secretariat had suggested that the observer status for this NGO
be discontinued. In the discussion that followed, Dr Assunta brought up links between the TI and the
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). An official response from UNICEF regarding this had
not yet been received.
2.12.7 8.7. Relationship of the Convention Secretariat with other international entities: observer
status
Ms Liu presented a brief summary of the Convention Secretariat’s ongoing discussion regarding its
applications for observer status to governing bodies of other international organizations. Following
the presentation, the floor was opened for discussion; no comments or questions were raised by
Parties.
2.12.8 8.8. Possible amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Conference of the Parties
Ms Liu presented the proposed amendments to the Rules of Procedures. In the discussion, it was
noted that the word “open” refers to the meeting being open to Parties, IGOs and NGOs, but not to the
media or to the public. Representatives from SEATCA raised a query about possible changes in the
accreditation of media and the Convention Secretariat has maintained that there is an established
application process, consistent with the practices of the United Nations. Concerns were raised about
Rule 18 in regard to Parties submitting incomplete credentials, such as those not signed by the
government or by their ministry of health. A request was made that Parties be given more time to
obtain the necessary items to complete the credentials.
2.12.9 8.9. Strengthening synergy between the Conference of the Parties and the World Health
Assembly: report by the WHO Director-General on the outcome of the Seventieth and Seventy-first
World Health Assembly
Participants watched a video presentation summarizing the points included in the report by the WHO
Director-General on outcomes and resolutions from the Seventieth and Seventy-first sessions of the
World Health Assembly.
2.12.10 8.10. Code of Conduct of the Bureau to the Conference of the Parties
A Code of Conduct for the Bureau was being considered as a way to protect the work of the WHO
FCTC from breaches of confidence. It was being proposed as a reaction to a past incident when a
former Bureau Member became a consultant for the TI, which was a source of concern because of his
access to internal information. The current Bureau therefore felt that preventive measures should be
taken. Current Bureau Members and Regional Coordinators have voluntarily signed DOIs. This item
would be discussed further by the Secretariat and Bureau Members.
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2.13

COP8 Agenda 9. Date and place of the Ninth session of the COP

Participants were informed that COP9 will take place on 26–31 October 2020, with the hosting Party
to be determined.

2.14

Wrap-up of Preparatory Workshop for COP8

Ms Lannan thanked all the participants for attending the workshop and for their valuable inputs during
the discussions. She looked forward to seeing everyone again at COP8.

2.15

Closing

In her closing remarks, Dr Hai-Rim Shin highlighted the progress being made in regard to several
Articles of the Convention, including major developments, new concepts and lessons learnt, as well as
the preparations being made for COP8 and for development of the Regional Action Plan for the
Tobacco Free Initiative in the Western Pacific (2020–2024).

3. CONCLUSIONS
The following are conclusions from the Regional Preparatory Workshop for the Eighth Conference of
the Parties to the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control:
(1)

Progress has been made in the Region on several articles of the WHO FCTC;
the proposed MTSF presents a new opportunity for Member States to make
further advancements towards the goals of the Convention.

(2)

Illicit trade in tobacco products is a global problem and the entry into force of
the Protocol is a historic step towards a global solution. In the Western Pacific
Region, Mongolia and Samoa will take part in MOP1.

(3)

ENDS and HTPs are rapidly increasing their market share in some countries in
the Region; Member States must be vigilant to prevent the tobacco industry
from using these alternative tobacco products to undermine tobacco control
efforts.

(4)

The tobacco industry often uses trade and investment law as threats to the
implementation of tobacco control measures by countries, but carefully crafted
tobacco control legislation, reliance on evidence-based measures, and overall
preparation can counter such threats and effectively defend against actual
litigation.

(5)

While there have been successful examples of combating tobacco industry
interference, it remains a major concern throughout the Region as the tobacco
industry has introduced novel methods to circumvent strict tobacco control
laws, including through “front” organizations like the FSFW, which is funded
by PMI.

(6)

Member States agreed to request that agenda item 7.1 on the MTSF be
considered earlier in the agenda at COP8.

(7)

Member States supported the inclusion of natural disasters and calamities in the
discussion related to the agenda item 7.3 on tobacco control in emergency
situations.
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Recommendations for Member States:
Member States were encouraged to:
(1)

prepare a joint statement to highlight regional progress in the implementation
of the WHO FCTC;

(2)

specify types of support they would require to accelerate the implementation of
the WHO FCTC;

(3)

further pursue full implementation of the Article 5.3 guidelines;

(4)

seek ways to enable more effective communication with the Convention
Secretariat; and

(5)

share existing resources (e.g. case studies and tools) through the Convention
Secretariat to assist other Parties in need.

Recommendation for WHO:
(1)

Continue to provide support to Parties, as appropriate, in preparing their
participation at COP8.

Recommendations for the Convention Secretariat:
The Convention Secretariat is requested to:
(1) continue supporting Parties upon request in preparation for their participation
in COP8; and
(2) share with Member States information on the planning for MOP1.
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Annex 1. List of participants

1. PARTICIPANTS

AUSTRALIA

Mr David LAFFAN, Assistant Secretary, Alcohol, Tobacco and Other
Drugs Branch, Department of Health, Sirius Building,
23 Furzer Street, Woden Canberra ACT 2606
Telephone: 61 2 6289 9395 Email: David.Laffan@health.gov.au

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

Ms Aimi Sajidah Hj Abd WAHAB, Health Education Officer
Ministry of Health, No.3 SPG 253-43 Kg Kiarong , Gadong BE1318
Telephone: 6732427095 Facsimile: 6732426453
Email: aimi.wahab@moh.gov.bn
Dr Siti Rosemawati Binti Hj Md YUSSOF, Senior Medical Officer
Ministry of Health, Commonwealth Drive
Bandar Seri Begawan BB3910
Telephone 6732384247 Facsimile: 6732380316
Email: rosemawati.yussof@moh.gov.bn

CAMBODIA

Dr Chhea CHHORDAPHEA, Director of the National Centre for
Health Promotion, #6 National Road 6A, Sangkat PREK
LEAP, KHNN, Phnom Penh
Telephone: 855 23 432 051 Email: daphea@nchp.gov.kh

CHINA

Dr JIANG Yuan, Director, Tobacco Control Office
China Center for Disease Control, 27 Nanwei Road
100050 Beijing
Telephone: 86-13621295049 Facsimile: 8610-83161028
Email: Jiangyuan88@vip.sina.com
Ms YANG Fan, Deputy Division Director
Department of Treaty and Law, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Telephone: 86 1065963212 Email: yang_fan2@mfa.gov.cn
Mr LIU Shixun, Third Secretary, Department of Treaty and Law
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Telephone: 86 010 65963215 Facsimile: 86 010 6593213
Email: liu_shixun@mfa.gov.cn
Dr SUN Jin, Head of the Chinese Delegation to COP8
Department of Treaty and Law, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Telephone: 86 1065963204, Email: sun_jin@mfa.gov.cn

COOK ISLANDS

Ms Tanya McCALL Consultant, Tobacco Control
Ministry of Health, Tupapa, Rarotonga
Telephone: 027 258 9953 Email: tmccall@cyberxpress.co.nz
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FIJI

Mr Dip CHAND, Chief Health Inspector, National Advisor
Environmental Health, Ministry of Health and Medical Services
88 Amy Street Toorak, Suva
Telephone: 679 33066177 Email: dip.chand@govnet.gov.fj

JAPAN

Dr Takeo OKADA, Second Secretary of Embassy of Japan in the
Philippines. 2627 Roxas Blvd, Pasay City, Metro Manila, Philippines
Telephone: 63 917 557 2007 Email: takeo.okada@mofa.go.jp
Mr Masayoshi CHIDA, Deputy Director, Tobacco and Salt Industries
Office, Financial Bureau, Ministry of Finance, 3-1-1 Kasumigaseki
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8940
Telephone: 03 3581 4111 Email: masayoshi.chida@mof.go.jp
Ms Yasue YOSHINO, Official, Global Health Policy Division
International Cooperation Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
2-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
Telephone: 81 3 5501 8000 (ext. 2780)
Email: yasue.yoshino@mofa.go.jp

KIRIBATI

Mr Teanibuaka TABUNGA, Deputy-Director of Public Health
Ministry of Health and Medical Services, Bikenibeu, Tarawa
Telephone: 740 28100 Facsimile: 740 28152
Email: teanibuakatabunga@gmail.com

LAO PEOPLE'S
DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC

Dr Bounpheng PHILAVONG, Director General
Department of Hygiene and Health Promotion, Ministry of Health
Simuang Road, Vientiane
Telephone: 856 20 23671175 Facsimile: 856 21214010
Email: pbounpheng@gmail.com

MALAYSIA

Dr Norliana ISMAIL, Senior Principal Assistant Director
Tobacco Control Unit and FCTC Secretariat
Disease Control Division, Ministry of Health, Parcel E, 62590
Putrajaya, Malaysia
Telephone: 603 8892 4414 Facsimile: 6019 9674954
Email: norliana.ismail@moh.gov.my

MARSHALL ISLANDS

Ms Leilani PEREN, Tobacco Control Coordinator
Ministry of Health and Human Services, P.O. Box 16
Majuro 96960
Telephone: 692 456 7165 Email: leilaniperen@gmail.com

MICRONESIA,
FEDERATED STATES
OF

Mr Ari SKILLING, National Program Manager
FSM National Tobacco Prevention and Control Program
Department of Health and Social Affairs, P.O. Box PS70
Palikir 96941
Telephone: 320 1750 Email: askilling2@fsmhealth.fm

MONGOLIA

Dr Baigalmaa DANGAA, Officer of RH and Adolescent
and Youth Health, National Focal Point on Gender,
Tobacco and Alcohol, Public Health Department
Ministry of Health, Government building VIII
Olympic street-2, Sukhbaatar district, Ulaanbaatar-14210
Telephone: 976-99153926 Email: baigalmad@yahoo.com
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NAURU

Mr Vincent Melvin SCOTTY, Food Inspector, Department of Health
Republic of Nauru
Telephone: 674 557 3147 Email: vmscotty@gmail.com

PALAU

Ms Candace KOSHIBA, Program Manager, Substance Abuse
Prevention Unit, Ministry of Health, PO Box 6027 One Meyuns Road
Koror 96940
Telephone: 80 488 8119 Facsimile: 680 488 8114
Email: ckoshiba@gmail.com

PHILIPPINES

Dr Maylene BELTRAN, Director IV, Bureau of International Health
Cooperation. Department of Health, Building 3, San Lazaro
Compound, Rizal Ave., Sta. Cruz, Manila 1003
Telephone: 632 651 7800 Fax: 632 310 7560
Email: mbeltran.bihc@gmail.com

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Ms Ga Eun JEON, Deputy-Director, Division of Health Promotion
Ministry of Health and Welfare, 3th, 13, doum 4-ro, Sejong-si
Telephone: 82 10 2984 7976 Email: wjsrkdms07@korea.kr
Ms Joung Eun LEE, Officer, National Tobacco Control Center
Korea Health Promotion Institute, 24th Fl. Namsan Square B/D, 173
Toegye-ro, Junggu, Seoul 100-705
Telephone: 82 10 3549 2624 Email: jelee0507@khealth.or.kr

SAMOA

Ms Delphina Taoa KERSLAKE, Legal Consultant
Ministry of Health, Private Bag, Apia
Email: delphinak@health.gov.ws

SINGAPORE

Mr CHAN Lit Fai, Assistant Director, Health Promotion Department
Substance Abuse, Preventive Health Programmes
3 Second Hospital Ave. , Singapore 168937
Telephone: 65 6435 3177 Email: chan_lit_fai@hpb.gov.sg
Mr CHONG Shi Hao, Deputy Director (Non-Communicable Diseases)
Epidemiology and Disease Control Division, Ministry of Health
College of Medicine Building, 16 College Road, Singapore 169854
Telephone: 65 9734 1564 Email: Chong_shi_hao@moh.gov.sg
Mr LEE Liang Chung Benjamin, Senior Manager
(Non-Communicable Diseases), Epidemiology and Disease Control
Division, Ministry of Health, College of Medicine Building
16 College Road, Singapore 169854
Telephone: 65 6325 9036 Email: Benjamin_lee@moh.gov.sg

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Dr Geoffrey KENILOREA, Director, Noncommunicable Diseases
Ministry of Health and Medical Services,
Solomon Islands Government, P.O. Box 349, Honiara
Telephone: 677 25203 / 677 8754080 Facsimile: 677 20085
Email: Gkenilorea@moh.gov.sb

TONGA

Dr Ofakiokalani TUKIA, Medical Officer Special Grade
Ministry of Health, P.O. Box 59, Nuku'alofa
Telephone: 676 23200 Facsimile: 676 24291
Email: o.tukia@gmail.com
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TUVALU

Ms Meiema LUSAMA, NCD Coordinator, Princess Margaret Hospital
Government Building, Funafuti
Telephone: 0068820480, Email: kitanei66@gmail.com

VANUATU

Mr Alberick Jean-Jacques RORY, Director, Department of Public
Health, PMB 9009, Port Vila
Telephone: 678 774 5450 Email: jrory@vanuatu.gov.vu

VIET NAM

Ms PHAN Thi Hai, Vice Director of Viet Nam Tobacco Control Fund
Office, Ministry of Health, 138A Giang Vo, Ba Dinh, Hanoi
Telephone: 844 62732110 Email: haivinacosh@yahoo.com

2. TEMPORARY ADVISERS
Dr CHEAH Nuan Ping, Chair, World Health Organization Tobacco
Laboratory Network, Laboratory Director, Pharmaceutical Division,
Applied Sciences Group, Health Sciences Authority, 11 Outram Rd,
Singapore 169076
Telephone: 65 6213 0721 Email: CHEAH_Nuan_Ping@hsa.gov.sg
Dr Mary Assunta KOLANDAI, Senior Policy Advisor
Southeast Asian Tobacco Control Alliance, Thoddamri Road
Dusit City, Bangkok, Thailand
Email: mary.assunta@cancer.org.au
Professor Andrew MITCHELL, Director, Global Economic Law
Network, Director of Studies, International Economic Law
Melbourne Law Masters, Melbourne Law School
The University of Melbourne, Victoria 3010, Victoria, Australia
Telephone: 61 3 8344 1098 Email: a.mitchell@unimelb.edu.au
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3. OBSERVERS

CANCER CENTER
VICTORIA

Ms Kylie LINDORFF, Manager, Tobacco Control Policy
Cancer Center Victoria, Victoria 3004, Melbourne, Australia
Email: Kylie.Lindorff@cancervic.org.au

DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH

Dr Ma. Cristina GALANG, Medical Specialist
Disease Prevention and Control Bureau, Department of Health
No. 3, San Lazaro Compound, Rizal Avenue, Santa Cruz
Manila, Philippines
Email: mcp_doh@yahoo.com

FRAMEWORK
CONVENTION
ALLIANCE

Ms Annabel LYMAN, Coordinator – Pacific Island Countries
Framework Convention Alliance, P.O. Box 4097
Koror, Palau PW 96940
Telephone: 680 488 4223 Email: lymana@fctc.org

INTERNATIONAL
UNION AGAINST
TUBERCULOSIS AND
LUNG DISEASES

Ms Michelle PALMONES, Technical Advisor - Philippines
International Union against Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases
Unit 1011 YangtzeTower, Manila Rivercity Residences
Delas Alas Street, Sta Ana, Manila, Philippines
Email: mreyespalmones@theunion.org

McCABE CENTRE FOR
LAW AND CANCER

Ms Evita RICAFORT, (Bases in the Philippines)
Regional Coordinator, Asian Region
McCabe Centre for Law and Cancer, 615 St. Kilda Road
Melbourne 3004, Australia
Email: Evita.Ricafort@mccabecentre.org

PHILIPPINE MISSION
TO THE UNITED
NATIONS - GENEVA

Ms Maria Elena Cristina MANINGAT, First Secretary and Consul,
Philippine Mission to the United Nations – Geneva
47 Avenue Blanc, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland
Email: elena.maningat@dfa.gov.ph; edmaningat@gmail.com

SOUTHEAST ASIAN
TOBACCO CONTROL
ALLIANCE (SEATCA)

Dr Edgardo Ulysses DOROTHEO, Executive Director
Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance
115 Thakolsuk Place Thoddamri Rd. Dusit, Bangkok
Thailand 10300
Telephone: 662 241 0082; 63 917 886 2020
Email: Ulysses@seatca.org
Dr Domilyn VILLARREIZ, Smoke-free ASEAN Program Manager,
Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance
115 Thakolsuk Place Thoddamri Rd. Dusit, Bangkok
Thailand 10300
Telephone: 662 241 0082; 63 920 921 3664
Email: domilyn@seatca.org
Mr Wendell BALDERAS, Media and Communications Manager
Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance, 115 Thakolsuk Place
Thoddamri Rd. Dusit, Bangkok, Thailand 10300
Telephone: 662 241 0082; 63 999 881 2117
Email: wendell@seatca.org
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4. SECRETARIAT
WHO Regional Office
for the Western Pacific

Ms Kate LANNAN (Responsible Officer), Coordinator
Tobacco Free Initiative, Division of NCD and Health through the
Life-Course, WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific
United Nations Avenue, Ermita, Manila 1000, Philippines
Telephone: 63 2 528 9870 Facsimile: 63 2 521 1036
Email: lannank@who.int
Ms Mina KASHIWABARA, Technical Officer
Tobacco Free Initiative, Division of NCD and Health through the
Life-Course, WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific
United Nations Avenue, Ermita, Manila 1000, Philippines
Telephone: 63 2 528 9894 Facsimile: 63 2 521 1036
Email: kashiwabaram@wpro.who.int
Mr Ramon Theodore DE GUZMAN, Consultant
Tobacco Free Initiative, Division of NCD and Health through the
Life-Course, WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific
United Nations Avenue, Ermita, Manila 1000, Philippines
Telephone: 63 2 528 9979 Facsimile: 63 2 521 1036
Email: der@who.int
Ms Melanie ALDEON, Consultant, Tobacco Free Initiative
Division of NCD and Health through the Life-Course
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific
United Nations Avenue, Ermita, Manila 1000, Philippines
Telephone: 63 2 528 9896 Facsimile: 63 2 521 1036
Email: aldeonm@who.int
Ms Simran SHARMA, Intern, Tobacco Free Initiative
Division of NCD and Health through the Life-Course
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific
United Nations Avenue, Ermita, Manila 1000, Philippines
Telephone: 63 2 528 9896 Facsimile: 63 2 521 1036
Email: sisharma@who.int

Convention Secretariat,
WHO FCTC

Ms LIU, Guangyuan, Coordinator, Governance and International
Cooperation, WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
20 Avenue Apia, CH-1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland
Telephone: 41 22 791 1514 Email: liug@who.int
Ms Yoni DEKKER, Technical Officer, Governance and International
Cooperation, Legal, Trade and Protocol, WHO Framework Convention
on Tobacco Control, 20 Avenue Apia, CH-1211 Geneva 27
Switzerland
Telephone: 41 22 791 3933 Email: dekkery@who.int

WHO China

Mr Kelvin KHOW CHUANG HENG, Technical Officer
WHO China, 401, Dongwai Diplomatic Office Building
23, Dongzhimenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District, 100600 Beijing
Telephone: 86 10 65327189 Email: khowk@who.int
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WHO Philippines

Dr Florante TRINIDAD, National Profession Officer, TFI
WHO Philippines, Ground Floor, Building 3
Department of Health, Rizal Avenue, Sta. Cruz, Manila
Telephone: 63 2 5289774 Email: trinidadf@who.int

WHO South Pacific

Dr Ada MOADSIRI, Technical Officer, Tobacco Free Initiative
WHO South Pacific, Level 4 Provident Plaza One
Downtown Boulevard, 33 Ellery Street, Suva
Telephone: 679 3304600 Facsimile: 679 3234166
Email: moadsiria@who.int

25

26

Annex 2. Programme of Activities

Day 1, Tuesday 28 August
08:30–09:00

Registration

09:00–09:15

Welcome and opening remarks

Dr Hai-Rim Shin
Director, Division of
Noncommunicable Disease and
Health through the Life-Course
(for) Regional Director, WPRO

09:15–09:25

Welcome message (video)

Dr Vera da Costa e Silva
Head, WHO FCTC Secretariat

09:25– 09:35

Introduction of participants

Ms Kate Lannan
Coordinator, Tobacco Free
Initiative (TFI), WPRO

Proposed office bearers
Administrative announcements
09:35–10:00

Group photo and healthy break

10:00–10:10

Confirmation of workshop structure

10:10–10:20

Overview of COP8 arrangement and programme
of work

10:20–10:35

COP8 Agenda 2. Applications for the status of
observer to the Conference of the Parties
Document FCTC/COP/8/3

Ms Mina Kashiwabara
Technical Officer, TFI, WPRO

10:35–10:50

COP8 Agenda 5. Global progress report in
implementation of the WHO FCTC, followed by
a general debate
Document FCTC/COP/8/4

Ms Mina Kashiwabara
Technical Officer, TFI, WPRO

10:50–12:00

COP8 Agenda 6. Treaty instruments and
technical matters

10:50–11:15

6.1. Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco
Products
Documents FCTC/COP/8/5, FCTC/COP/8/6: report
by the Expert Panel

11:15–12:00

6.2. Tobacco advertising, promotion and
sponsorship: depiction of tobacco in entertainment
media: report by the expert group
Document FCTC/COP/8/7

12:00–13:00

Lunch
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Ms Mina Kashiwabara
Technical Officer, TFI, WPRO
Ms Guangyuan Liu
Coordinator
Secretariat, WHO FCTC

Dr Ada Moadsiri
Technical Officer, TFI
WHO South Pacific

13:00–14:30

COP8 Agenda 6. Treaty instruments and
technical matters (continued)

13:00–14:00

6.3. Progress report on technical matters related to
Articles 9 and 10 (Regulation of contents
and disclosure of tobacco products, including
waterpipe, smokeless tobacco and heated
tobacco products): report by WHO
Document FCTC/COP/8/8

14:00–14:30

6.5. Progress report on scientific, regulatory and
market developments on electronic nicotine delivery
systems (ENDS) and electronic non-nicotine
delivery systems (ENNDS)
Document FCTC/COP/8/106.4.

14:30–14:45

Healthy break

14:45–15:00

Nominations for elected officials for COP8

15:00–16:45

Alternative products: ENDS and heated tobacco
products (HTPs)

Ms Kate Lannan
Coordinator, TFI, WPRO

Ms Guangyuan Liu
Coordinator
Secretariat, WHO FCTC
Dr Cheah Nuan Ping
WHO Scientific Expert

ENDS – Product overview; Available evidence
HTPs – Product overview; Available evidence
16:45–17:00

Wrap-up of day 1

17:30–18:30

Welcome reception
(Venue: Cafeteria Al Fresco)

Rapporteur
Ms Delphina Kerslake
Legal Consultant, MOH Samoa

Day 2, Wednesday 29 August
08:30–08:45

Recap of Day 1 and objectives of Day 2

08:45–09:30

COP8 Agenda 6. Treaty instruments and
technical matters (continued)
6.4. Progress report on technical matters related to
Articles 4.2.d (gender issues), 5.3 (tobacco industry
interference), 17 and 18 (alternative livelihoods and
protection of the environment) and 19 (liability)
Document FCTC/COP/8/9
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Mr Ramon De Guzman
Consultant, TFI, WPRO
Mr Kelvin Khow
Technical Officer, WHO China

09:30–10:45

Tobacco industry interference (TII)

Dr Mary Assunta Kolandai
Temporary Adviser

Overview of TII in the Western Pacific Region
PMI Foundation for a Smoke-free World
Industry promotion of alternative products
Relevant examples from the Western Pacific Region
Group discussion
10:45–11:00

Healthy break

11:00–12:00

Tobacco industry interference (continued)

Professor Andrew Mitchell
Temporary Adviser

Industry interference through international trade and
investment law – plus strategies and options
12:00–13:00

Lunch

13:00–14:30

Strategies to regulate alternative products and
address industry interference

Dr Mary Assunta Kolandai
Temporary Adviser

White paper on HTP regulation
Breakout session: Challenges in the Western Pacific
Region
Discussion in plenary
14:30–15:00

COP8 Agenda 7. Reporting, implementation
assistance and international cooperation

Dr Ada Moadsiri
Technical Officer, TFI
WHO South Pacific

7.1. Measures to strengthen implementation of the
Convention through coordination and cooperation:
report by the working group
Documents FCTC/COP/8/11
15:00–15:15

Healthy break

15:15–16:30

COP8 Agenda 7. Reporting, implementation
assistance and international cooperation
(continued)

15:15–16:00

7.1. Measures to strengthen implementation of the
Convention through coordination and cooperation:
report by the working group (continued)
Documents FCTC/COP/8/11

16:00–16:30

7.2. Progress report implementation assistance and
international cooperation
Document FCTC/COP/8/12
a. Trade and investment issues, including
agreements, and legal challenges in relation to
the implementation of the WHO FCTC; and
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Dr Ada Moadsiri
Technical Officer, TFI
WHO South Pacific

Ms Kate Lannan
Coordinator, TFI, WPRO

b. International cooperation including the
Sustainable Development Goals, global NCD
targets, human rights and South–South and
Triangular cooperation for the implementation
of the WHO FCTC.
Rapporteur
Ms Joung Eun LEE,
Officer, National Tobacco
Control Center,
Republic of Korea

16:30–16:45

Wrap-up of Day 2

16:45–17:45

Time allotted for Parties to the Protocol to
Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products to
discuss the first Meeting of the Parties (MOP1) to
be held following COP8

Mr. Yoni Dekker
Technical Officer
Secretariat. WHO FCTC

Day 3, Thursday 30 August
08:30–08:45

Recap of Day 2 and objectives of Day 3

08:45–09:00

COP8 Agenda 7. Reporting, implementation
assistance and international cooperation
(continued)

Ms Melanie Aldeon
Consultant, TFI, WPRO
Mr Kelvin Khow
Technical Officer, WHO China

7.3. Tobacco control in emergency situations (item
proposed by a Party)
Document FCTC/COP/8/13
09:00–10:00

COP8 Agenda 8. Budgetary and institutional
matters
8.1. Performance and Progress reports
Document FCTC/COP/8/14
a. Performance report for the 2016–2017
workplan and budget
b. Interim performance report for the
2018–2019 workplan and budget
c. Progress report on hosting terms between the
Convention Secretariat and WHO.
8.2. Maximizing transparency of delegations from
Parties and observers to the Conference of the
Parties, its subsidiary bodies and other WHO FCTC
meetings
Document FCTC/COP/8/15
8.3. Proposed workplan and budget for the financial
period 2020–2021
Documents FCTC/COP/8/16;
FCTC/COP/8/INF.DOC./2
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Ms Guangyuan Liu
Coordinator
Secretariat, WHO FCTC

8.4. Payment of the assessed contributions and
measures to reduce Parties in arrears
Document FCTC/COP/8/17

10:00–10:15

8.5. Convention Secretariat’s fundraising strategies:
Investment fund concept
Document FCTC/COP/8/18

10:15–11:25

Healthy break
COP8 Agenda 8. Budgetary and institutional
matters (continued)

Ms Guangyuan Liu
Coordinator
Secretariat, WHO FCTC

8.6. Review of accreditation of observers to the
Conference of the Parties
Document FCTC/COP/8/19
a. Review of accreditation of international
intergovernmental organizations with the status
of observers to the Conference of the Parties;
and
b. Review of accreditation of nongovernmental
organizations with the status of observers to the
Conference of the Parties.
8.7. Relationship of the Convention Secretariat with
other international entities: observer status
Document FCTC/COP/8/20
8.8. Possible amendments to the Rules of Procedure
of the Conference of the Parties
Document FCTC/COP/8/21
8.9. Strengthening synergy between the Conference
of the Parties and the World Health Assembly:
report by the WHO Director-General on the
outcome of the Seventieth and Seventy-first World
Health Assembly
Document FCTC/COP/8/22

11:25–11:30

8.10. Code of Conduct of the Bureau to the
Conference of the Parties
Document FCTC/COP/8/23
COP8 Agenda 9. Date and place of the ninth
session of the COP
Document FCTC/COP/8/24

11:30–11:45

Wrap-up of Preparatory Workshop for COP8

11:45–12:30

Lunch

12:30–13:30

Optional Session on WTO Panel Report on
Tobacco Plain Packaging
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Ms Guangyuan Liu
Coordinator
Secretariat, WHO FCTC
Ms Kate Lannan
Coordinator, TFI, WPRO

13:30–15:00

Discussion to develop the draft Regional Action
Plan for the Tobacco Free Initiative in the
Western Pacific (2020-2024)

15:00–15:15

Healthy break

15:15–16:45

Discussion to develop the draft Regional Action
Plan for the Tobacco Free Initiative in the
Western Pacific (2020-2024) (continued)

16:45–17:00

Closing

Ms Kate Lannan
Coordinator, TFI, WPRO
and
Ms Mina Kashiwabara
Technical Officer, TFI, WPRO

Dr Hai-Rim Shin
Director, DNH, WHO/WPRO
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