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Acknowledging that significant health advances have been made in the Western Pacific Region
over the past 50 years and that the quality of health services now needs to be addressed, taking into
account such issues as the physical and psychological needs of patients, patient safety, and social and
environmental factors;
1.

THANKS the Regional Director for his report;

2.

REQUESTS Member States:
(I)
to work with WHO to address health inequities and to ensure that health gains are
enjoyed by previously underserved populations;
(2)
to build up health systems that are capable of carrying out essential public health
functions and of responding to new challenges;
to ensure that health policies lead to improvements in the quality of health care and that
(3)
they take account of such issues as human dignity, patients' rights and needs, and the role of
families, culture, and society;

3.

REQUESTS the Regional Director:
(1)
to work with Member States to encourage the integration of principles of equity and
fairness into health policies;

(2)

to continue to work with Member States to strengthen health systems;

to support Member States to improve the quality of health care and ensure that broader
(3)
psychological, social, ethical and cultural determinants of health are taken into account;
(4)

to seek the views of Member States on the form and content of his annual report.
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WPRJRC54.R3

EXPANDED PROGRAMME ON IMMUNIZATION:
MEASLES AND HEPATITIS B

The Regional Committee,
Noting the historic achievement of the Region in becoming the second WHO region to be
declared poliomyelitis-free;
Recognizing the positive impact of poliomyelitis eradication in the Western Pacific Region on
the Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI) and the wider health sector;
Mindful of the high burden of disease, disability, and deaths from vaccine-preventable diseases,
especially measles and hepatitis B;
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Aware that this burden could be very significantly reduced by use of available vaccines that are
safe, effective and inexpensive;
Noting that in some countries there is a lack of laboratory capacity for confirmation of measles
cases;
Recalling resolution WHA56.20 on global reduction of measles mortality;
Noting that 95% population immunity is essential to achieve measles elimination;
Recognizing that some countries have made significant progress towards achieving this level of
immunity;
Noting with appreciation the significant contribution to hepatitis B control in the Region by the
Global Alliance on Vaccines and Immunization and other partners;
l.
DECIDES that, in the Western Pacific Region, measles elimination and hepatitis B control
should be the two new pillars to strengthen the EPI;

2.
CONFIRMS that measles elimination should be a regional goal and that the establishment of a
target date should be made at the earliest opportunity and should be based on an annllal review of
progress;
3.
FURTHER CONFIRMS that the objective of hepatitis B control programmes should be HBsAg
prevalence ofless than 1% in five-year-olds born after hepatitis B immunization started;
4.
ENDORSES the Western Pacific Regional Plan of Action for Measles Elimination and the
Western Pacific Regional Plan to Improve Hepatitis B Control through Immunization;
5.

URGES Member States:
(I)
to develop or strengthen national plans for measles elimination and hepatitis B control as
part of overall plans for immunization services;

(2)
to use measles elimination and hepatitis B control strategies to strengthen EPI and other
public health programmes, such as prevention of congenital rubella syndrome;
(3)
to offer, in principle, all children two doses of measles vaccine, taking into account local
situations, so that the 95% population immunity of each birth cohort can be achieved and
maintained in every district;
(4)
to develop or strengthen measles surveillance systems and laboratory confirmation of
cases;
(5)
to ensure that at least 80% (ideally 95%) of each birth cohort in every district receives
three doses of hepatitis B vaccine by the age of 12 months, except in countries where a highrisk approach (i.e. immunization for babies of carrier mothers) has been shown to be effective;
(6)
to improve the quality of routinely reported immunization coverage data and to monitor
both immunization (including timely scheduled birth dose of hepatitis B vaccine, i.e. within
24 hours of birth) and disease data at district level in order to improve programme
management;
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REQUESTS the Regional Director:
(I)
to further strengthen technical cooperation with Member States, in particular the
improvement of immunization coverage and surveillance, including strengthening laboratory
capacity in the Region, in order to achieve measles elimination and to improve hepatitis B
control;
(2)

to seek the additional resources required to support these activities;

(3)
to report on progress regularly to the Regional Committee and to propose a target date
for regional measles elimination in due course.

Fifth meeting, 10 September 2003
WPRlRC54/SRl5

WPRlRC54.R4

PROPOSED PROGRAMME BUDGET: 2004-2005

The Regional Committee,
Having examined the proposed programme budget, 2004-2005 for the Western Pacific Region
to be financed from the regular budget and other sources offunds;l
Recalling resolution WPRlRC53.R2, and noting the negative impact on collaborative
programmes of the reduced regular budget allocation to the Region resulting from the implementation
of resolution WHA51.31, including difficulties in carrying out WHO's priority programme activities,
reductions in country planning figures and difficulties in maintaining WHO's core presence;
Noting that resolution WHA51.31 applied only to regular budget allocations to the six regions
and that Headquarters was excluded;
Extremely concerned at the small share of extrabudgetary resources received by the Western
Pacific Region compared with other regions;
Appreciating that the increased level of estimated extrabudgetary resources in the proposed
programme budget takes into account projected global extrabudgetary resources, but also noting the
difficulty in estimating such projected resources;
Appreciating further the presentation of the proposed programme budget, and the inclusion of
expected results and measurable indicators to address the goals, objectives and strategies of regional
focuses, countries and areas;
Welcoming the Director-General's commitment to allocate a greater share of resources to
regional and country levels;

I

Documents WPRlRC54/4 and WPRIRC54/4 Corr.l.

